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National News

BY SIBUSISO DLAMINI
Mbabane
IN line with government easing up
on previously enforced COVID19 measures across all sectors of
the economy, the ministry of information, communication and technology (ICT), has announced the
re-opening of libraries.
This was confirmed by Director of
National Library Services Jabulile
Hlophe, who said since schools and
universities have also opened, they
felt it was imperative for them to also
open to offer their services.
“Look, libraries are important because
access to information is fundamental in shaping lives. Libraries bring
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with them a spirit of intellectualism,
culture of reading and reflect the ideas
and directions taken by nations. They
create spaces for debate and inspire
others to write their own books in
order to influence the world,” she
stated.
Adding, Hlophe said with schools
and universities having opened about
a week ago, it was clear that their services were needed.
She said all types of students have
had to deal with some distractions
due to the pandemic, and this means
libraries have a role to play in terms
of helping them to get back in action.

The director implored the public to
still follow all COVID-19 precautions.
Oblivious
“As much as we have re-opened, we
can’t be oblivious to the fact that
COVID-19 is still out there, so we
plead with the public to follow all
COVID-19 protocols as they visit
the various library centres countrywide,” said Hlophe.
Bongani Matsebula, a 23-year old
student at the University of Eswatini
(UNESWA) Mbabane Campus, was
found at the library and expressed
his pleasure with the re-opening.

“Well, I am a book worm by nature,
even when it’s not really about my
schoolwork, so I am happy about the
re-opening of the library.
As I am here today, I am taking a
break from my schoolwork and reading a couple of literature books.
“Yes, we now live in the age of the
internet, but reading actual books is
a foundational skill of which all learning is built, and I think there’s a lot
that must be done in our country to
improve the culture of reading,” he
said.
There are 15 branches of the national library services namely; Bhunya,

Big-Bend, Hlatikulu, Lavumisa,
Lomahasha, Mankayane, Manzini,
Mbabane,Mhlume,Mpaka,Nhlangano,
Pigg’s Peak, Simunye, Siteki and
Tshaneni.

Improved

Part of national library objectives are
to develop information centres at tinkhundla centres, to develop ICT infrastructure for improved information
collection, organisation and dissemination, to develop school libraries,
to empower the Eswatini population
with information and knowledge and
to support culture and oral tradition,
amongst others.

HELPING HAND: Chairperson of the Eswatini
Members of Parliament Housing Project Committee
Kubuta MP Musa Mabuza handing over walking
sticks to Nyokase Judidah Dlamini and Ntulo
Cowboy Dlamini from Nkhaba during the hand over
of the house to the former. (Pic: Sifiso Dlamini) MORE
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